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 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
June 15, 2022 

Regular Meeting – 7:30 PM 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 
PM.  Present were Mayor James Cally, Deputy Mayor Gary Hoyer, Committeemen John Dale and Lucas 
Lyons along with Township Clerk Maria Andrews and Township Attorneys Katrina Campbell and William 
Pandos.  
 
Mayor Cally announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public 
Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was faxed to the Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times 
on January 13, 2022, was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on that date and has 
remained continuously posted as required under the Statute. A copy of this notice is and has been 
available to the public and is on file in the office of the Township Clerk. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
Mayor Cally led those in attendance in the pledge to the nation’s flag. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
Clerk Andrews noted Resolution #66-2022, the audit affidavit will be added to the list of Resolutions 
below for approval. Additionally, under New Business Lieutenant Skillman is requesting permission to 
hire Patrolman James LaRocca. It was noted for the record that if the Committee supports Lieutenant 
Skillman’s recommendation, then Resolution #67-2022 will need to be approved. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The following announcements were made: 
 • Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During the Meeting 
 • Summer Hours go into Effect July 1st: Municipal Hours will be Mon. – Thurs. 8 AM – 5 PM: CLOSED  
  Fridays in July and August 
 • The Township Offices will be CLOSED Monday: 7/4/22 – Fourth of July Holiday 
 • There is Only 1 Township Committee Meeting in July 7/20/22 & August 8/17/22 

   
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Hoyer and seconded by Dale to approve the committee’s open and closed 
session minutes from 5/4/22 with no revisions noted. The motion was unanimously approved by voice 
vote. 
 
A motion was made by Hoyer and seconded by Cally to approve the committee’s open and closed 
session minutes from 5/18/22 as revised. The motion was approved by voice vote with Committeeman 
Dale abstaining.  
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPICS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Mayor Cally opened the floor to public comment.  
 
Dave Beaumont of 205 Rock Road West came forward and expressed thanks to the Public Works 
Department for trimming the sides of the roads. 
 
Seeing no other members of the public come forward, Mayor Cally closed the floor to public comment.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Resolution #63-2022: Hourly Wage Adjustment for S. Zambella 

RESOLUTION #63-2022 
 

WHEREAS, Construction/Zoning/Tax Office Assistant Suzanne Zambella was hired January 2, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the employment offer indicated the starting $18.00 hourly wage would be re-evaluated for 
possible adjustment after 90 days; and 
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WHEREAS, the Construction Official has recommended that Construction/Zoning/Tax Office Assistant 
Suzanne Zambella receive an increase in hourly wages to $20.00, retro-active from April 4, 2022; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that based upon job performance and additional shared services 
within the Construction Department, Suzanne Zambella’s new rate of pay will be $20.00 per hour. 
 
 

Certification 
I, Maria Andrews, Township Clerk of the Township of West Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, 
hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee on June 15, 2022. 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 

 
A motion by Lyons, seconded by Dale to approve Resolution #63-2022 was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 
 

Resolution #62-2022: 2022 Salary & Wages for Staff 
 

RESOLUTION # 62-2022 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the 
salaries and compensation for officials and employees shall be as follows for 2022:   
 
           Salary   
Position      Resolution     
 
Mayor Cally      $   3,923.27           
Township Committee members    $   3,289.82 / each       
QPA – DeAngelis     $   4,339.39  
Township Clerk - Andrews    $ 79,264.68  
Registrar - Andrews     $   3,428.87    
Tax Assessor - Gill     $ 40,078.33 
Tax Collector - Brewi     $ 20,611.33  
Assistant Tax Collector     $ 18.00 / hour  
CFO/Treasurer - Mustafa    $ 39,678.69  
Certifying Officer for Pensions - Mustafa   $   1,521.31   
Assistant Treasurer - DeAngelis    $ 14,537.42 
Planning Board Secretary - Andrews        $ 17,437.90   
Board of Adjustment Secretary - Andrews     $   8,319.31  
Board of Health Secretary - Andrews   $   4,026.27  
Dog Registrar – Andrews    $   2,904.60 
Municipal Housing Liaison/AA - Brewi   $   6,508.57  
 
Judge Taddeo      $ 16,500.00 / per contract  
Court Administrator Williamson    $ 71,595.30 
Violations Clerk                 $ 25.00 / hour  
   
Zoning Officer - Rodzinak    $ 18,220.56  
Construction Official - Rosso    $ 23,599.36    
Plumbing & Mechanical Sub Code Official - Rose  $ 22,681.63  
Electric Sub Code Official - Buchanan   $ 26,516.32   
Building Sub Code Official - Rosso   $ 28,807.04  
Fire Sub Code Official - Langon    $ 11,799.68   
Fire Official - Langon     $   6,785.64  
 
Substitute Elec. Sub-Code & Inspector – Steele  $ 39.14 / hour 
Substitute Plumbing Inspector – Rodzinak  $ 39.14 / hour 
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Substitute Building Inspector – Rodzinak   $ 39.14 / hour 
Construction/Zoning Office Mgr. - Brewi              $ 52,733.94  
Construction Office Assistant – Zambella  $ 20.00 / hour 
 
Police Administrative Secretary – Currie      $ 21.69 / hour  
Open Space Secretary                $ 18.58 / hour  
 
Rabies Clinic Secretarial – Andrews               $ 28.36/ hour  
 
Recycling Depot Manager - Carom   $ 5,834.95 
Waste Security Officer – Noel    $ 15.45 / hour  
Waste Security Laborer - Womack             $ 15.91 / hour  
Grounds Maintenance Mgr. - Carom   $ 42,170.78 
 
Custodian/Municipal Bldg.    $ 350.00 / monthly per contract  
 
Dir. Of Public Works & Roads - Rollero   $ 39.70 / hour  
Acting Road Supervisor – Gabel    $ 26.78 / hour 
Road Foreman – Cronce     $ 22.72 / hour  
Road Class A – Pearson     $ 24.31 / hour  
Road Class C – Janyszeski     $ 20.53 / hour  
Road Laborer - Venettone    $ 17.35 / hour  
Road Class C – Carom     $ 26.52 / hourly over 40 hours 
 
Summer DPW Worker TBD    $ _____/hour   
Temporary DPW Worker TBD     $ _____/hour   
 
Part-time Officer - Gibney            $ 27.73 / hour  
Part-time Officer - Venettone    $ 27.73 / hour  
Part-time Officer - Malek    $ 27.73 / hour 
Part-time Officer – Bartzak    $ 27.73 / hour 
 
Police Matron       $ 20.60/hour  
(Min. 4 hrs pay if call out between 9 p.m. & 6 a.m.) 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be retro-active to January 1, 2022.  
 
 
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the West Amwell Township 
Committee at their regular meeting held June 15, 2022. 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 
 
A motion by Cally, seconded by Hoyer to approve Resolution #62-2022 was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 
 
Resolution #64-2022: Urging the Passage of S-330 Restoring Energy Tax Receipts 

Resolution #64-2022 
Urging the Swift Passage of S-330 which Restores Energy Tax Receipts 

 
WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host municipalities to be used for 
local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their rights of way; and 
 
WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to dedicate the 
proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect property taxes for the benefit of  
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school districts, counties, and other entities, the State is supposed to collect Energy Taxes for the benefit of 
municipal governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, for years, though, State budget makers have diverted funding from Energy Taxes to fund State 
programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and services and used to offset property taxes, the 
money has been spent as successive Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the diversion of dedicated energy tax receipts to the State’s General Fund further jeopardizes this 
critical property tax relief funding in future years; and 
 
WHEREAS, by reducing Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Act (CMPTRA), which is also comprised of 
revenues that should be returned to municipalities, State Budget makers have been able to continue 
collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional revenue that should have been returned to provide 
property tax relief; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of underfunding has left many municipalities with serious needs 
and burdensome property taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use of these resources, which 
were always intended to fund local programs and services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Senator Singleton and Senate President Scutari have introduced legislation (S-330) that will 
restore, over a five-year period, Energy Tax Receipts to municipalities;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of West Amwell Township in the county of 
Hunterdon urges the Legislature to swiftly pass this legislation and Governor Murphy sign the legislation prior 
to passage of the FY2023 State budget; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution is forwarded to Senate President Scutari, Assembly 
Speaker Coughlin, Governor Murphy, and the League of Municipalities. 
 

Certification 
I hereby certify the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the West Amwell Township Committee 
at their regular meeting held on June 15, 2022. 
       _______________________________ 
       Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 

 
A motion by Cally, seconded by Dale to approve Resolution #64-2022 was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 
 
Resolution #66-2022: 2022 Audit Affidavit 

RESOLUTION 66-2022 
CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 

GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM 
NO PHOTO COPIES OF SIGNATURES 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON COUNTY 

We, members of the governing body of the Township of West Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, being 

duly sworn according to law, upon our oath depose and say: 

1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the West Amwell Township Committee of the 
Township of West Amwell in the county of Hunterdon; 

2. In the performance of our duties, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, we have familiarized ourselves 
with the contents of the Annual Municipal Audit filed with the Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 
for the year (2021); 

3. We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, as a minimum, the sections of 
the Annual Report of Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations.” 
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(L.S.) (L.S.) James Cally, Mayor 

(L.S.) (L.S.) Gary Hoyer, Deputy Mayor 

(L.S.) (L.S.) Stephen Bergenfeld 

(L.S.) (L.S.) John Dale 

(L.S.) (L.S.) Lucas Lyons 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this   

_________day of ______________ 

Notary Public of New Jersey 

______________________________  ________________________________ 

Notary Signature    Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Municipal Clerk (or Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders as the case may be) shall set forth the 

reason for the absence of signature of any members of the governing body. 

IMPORTANT: This certificate must be sent to the Bureau of Financial Regulation and Assistance, Division of 

Local Government Services, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. 

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 

FORM OF RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an 

annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2021 has been filed by a Registered 

Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has 

been received by each member of the governing body; and, 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to 

prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and, 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the 

governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 

entitled “Comments and Recommendations, and,  

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the Annual 

Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, 

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and, 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than 

forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and, 
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WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves 

with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated 

aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to 

wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body 

who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of 

the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions 

of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may 

be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for 

not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the West Amwell Township Committee of the Township of West 

Amwell, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy 

of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THE RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE MEETING HELD ON June 

15, 2022. 

      ________________________________ 
      Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 

 
A motion by Lyons, seconded by Cally to approve Resolution #66-2022 was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 
 
INTRODUCTION/PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCES 
It was noted for the record that there were no ordinances listed on the agenda for action. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Status of Resolution Requesting County Superintendent to Investigate the Advisability of the 
Municipality Withdrawing from the all Purpose SHRSD 
Mayor Cally requested this matter be tabled to the Committee’s 7/20/22 meeting agenda. Attorney 
Campbell clarified this will be tabled until the Committee determines whether they wish to pursue a full 
or partial withdrawal. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/OTHER 
Discussion: Temporary Cell Tower to be Located on Block 17 Lot 15  
Attorney Campbell explained that PSE&G is in the process of constructing new towers and Verizon needs 
to install a temporary tower on Block 17 Lot 15, the Fulper Farm. She stated they have serious time 
constraints. Attorney Campbell commented the zoning regulations do not make any distinction between 
“temporary” and “permanent.” 
 
Mayor Cally remarked he would like to know where the tower will be located on the property and what 
other property options they reviewed. He suggested Verizon meet with the Township’s Zoning Officer 
regarding this matter. 
 
OEM Director Harry Heller came forward and noted he is finishing up pulling all of the data together 
regarding the costs associated with Hurricane Ida and stated he is expecting to receive about 
$140,000.00. Additionally, he commented he and DPW Director Rollero have been meeting with Yvette 
from FEMA on a weekly basis. 
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Attorney Campbell commented that the Township received the Memo of Understanding (MOU) from 
Lambertville for the Swan Creek/Quarry Road project and stated Engineer Burr is working on the BID 
Proposal.                            
 
Permission to Hire Patrolman James LaRocca 
It was noted for the record that the Committee supported Lieutenant Skillman’s request to hire an 
additional Patrolman. 

West Amwell Township 
Resolution #67-2022 

 
WHEREAS, an opening exists for a full time Patrolman in the Township Police Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, James Larocca has submitted an application for employment; and 
 
WHEREAS, James Larocca has been recommended by Lieutenant Skillman to fill this open position; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee is in agreement with Lieutenant Skillman that James Larocca be hired as 
a full time Patrolman and will be a probationary employee for one year; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the West Amwell Township Committee, that James Larocca be 
appointed to the position of Probationary Patrolman effective 7/2/22 pending the outcome of all background 
investigations and required testing, with a starting date of 7/2/22 at an annual salary of $45,000.00. 
 
 
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the West Amwell Township 
Committee at their meeting on June 15, 2022. 
 
        _______________________________ 
        Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC  

 
A motion by Lyons, seconded by Cally to approve Resolution #67-2022 was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) 
Reports by Department Heads 
It was noted for the record that there were no reports given by any department heads at this time. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Open Space: No report was given. 
B. Environmental: No report was given.  
C. Ag Advisory: No report was given. 
D. Finance Committee: No report given. 

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
A motion by Hoyer, seconded by Dale to open the floor to public comment was unanimously approved 
by voice vote.  
 
Megan Hudson of 328 Rocktown-Lambertvillle Road came forward and asked how the projected amount 
of revenue expected from GMNJ was calculated. Mayor Cally commented that GMNJ has estimated 
annual revenue of $30 - $40 million and has agreed to give the Township 2%. She asked if a study was 
done on the economic impact prior to allowing cannabis into the Township. Mayor Cally said no. 
 
Emily Deadwyler of 107 Snydertown Road, Hopewell came forward and commented that she is not 
against cannabis, but rather concerned about the impact it will have on the community and remarked 
about a financial study done by the NJ League of Municipalities. Mayor Cally noted 66% of the State 
voted in favor of cannabis, 67% of Hunterdon County voted in favor of cannabis and 65% of the 
Township did. 
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Bob Abitz of 201 Rock Road West came forward and expressed concerns over traffic, security and water 
usage regarding the GMNJ site. Attorney Campbell explained the State has already built some security 
into the regulations and noted the Planning Board could request additional measures if they wished to. 
Committeeman Dale commented that GMNJ is claiming they will only be using 20% of their well 
capacity. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoyer commented on the school referendum lawsuit, noting the Judge recently over 
turned the last appeal and concluded that all votes stand regardless of whether or not people who 
voted have been living out of the State for several years. He also expressed disappointment that the 
schools have not made any comments regarding the status of the Class III Officers after the recent 
school shooting in Texas. 
 
Seeing no other members of the public come forward, Mayor Cally closed the floor to public comment. 
 
Mayor Cally noted that DPW Director Rollero had just arrived at the meeting and wished to provide an 
update on roads and garbage. 
 
Director Rollero highlighted the following details regarding roads: 
$99,942.66 has been allocated for the 2022 Chip Seal Program which will include Woodens Lane, 
Rocktown-Hill Road, Barry Road (50% double coat application) and the Mountain View development (a 
double coat application on Mountain View Road, Circle Drive N.S.E and Lake Drive). 
 
With regard to the Depot, the following details were highlighted: 
In 2021-2022: 330 annual permits were sold and 34 bulk permits totaling $67,500 in revenue. 
In 2021-2022: 252 tons of garbage was collected and 140 tons of recycling totaling $71,835 in revenue. 
The estimated total cost to run the Depot in 2022-2023 is $81,492. 
An average of 233 residents use the Depot on Saturdays and an average of 103 residents on 
Wednesdays. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
A motion by Dale, seconded by Cally to approve the 6/1/22 and the 6/15/22 bill lists was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 
Dale: Yes, Hoyer: Yes, Lyons: Yes, Cally: Yes 

 
OTHER 
Resolution #65-2022: Closed Session – Personnel/Contracts – Litigation/Affordable Housing 

Resolution #65-2022 
 
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Committee of West Amwell Township, County of Hunterdon, State 
of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter specified subject 
matter. 

 
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: Mt. Laurel Litigation, 

personnel, contracts and subjects falling under Attorney-Client privilege. 
 

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public when the 
matter has been resolved. 

 
This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
      ___________________________________ 
      Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 
 
A motion by Hoyer, seconded by Dale to approve Resolution #65-2022 and enter into Closed Session was 
unanimously approved by voice vote. 
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A motion by Hoyer, seconded by Lyons to return to Open Session was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
It was noted for the record that the Committee was in Closed Session from 8:26 PM – 9:20 PM. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
It was noted for the record that the Committee ordered the correspondence listed on the agenda to be filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Cally adjourned the meeting at 9:20 PM. 
 
_______________________________ 
Maria Andrews, Township Clerk, RMC 
 
Approved: 8/17/22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


